
My Writing Center Philosophy 

 

  I decided to apply to work at Miller Writing Center (MWC) because I genuinely 

enjoy helping people. I know I am a good writer, and I like to share my tips and tricks 

with other students. It makes me happy when a student ends the session by saying, “This 

was so helpful,” or “When else do you work?” Furthermore, I am working towards a 

career professional editing, and MWC gives me invaluable practice. And while we do not 

copyedit papers with a red pen at MWC, we do edit comprehensively. We check 

students’ writing for clarity and structure, and then we advise them on different ways to 

improve their writing. Just from tutoring writing for two semesters, I have developed 

interpersonal skills that will be important in my future professional world. For example, I 

often use “compliment sandwiches” (a compliment, a criticism, a compliment) to give 

suggestions to students without seeming rude or extremely critical.  

 However, working at MWC has opened my eyes beyond communication skills 

and the structure of an English Composition paper. I have had multiple students come in 

and say “I suck at writing” or “Writing isn’t my thing; I’m an engineer.” Sometimes 

when I look at their writing, I silently agree that writing is not their thing. But the quality 

of their writing does not equate to the quality of their ideas. I have noticed that students 

doubt their analysis and ideas because they struggle to get them down on paper. When we 

begin to work together and express their ideas with written words, they start to gain a 

spark of confidence. They realize that their ideas actually are insightful. I realized that a 

huge part of writing center tutoring is promoting confidence in the students. 



 One of my clients in particular sparked this thought in my head. She is the first in 

her family to get a PhD and also the first to go to college at all. The first time we worked 

together, I mentioned that my dad always talks about how difficult it was to get his PhD. 

She laughed and said I was lucky because if I ever wanted to get a PhD, I would have 

someone who could answer my questions. She told me that she did not feel comfortable 

going to her advisor for advice. I mumbled something about how “that was too bad,” and 

we began working on her writing assignment. Her writing was not terrible, but it also was 

not what I expected from a PhD student. She often forgot essential words and 

punctuation, so her ideas were hard to understand. At one of her following sessions, she 

told me that she did not know if she would be able to finish the program. I asked her why 

she thought that, and she said she was not smart enough. I disagreed with her and told her 

that I thought she had a good grip on the material she was writing about. The problems 

arose when she tried to put her thoughts down on paper, and because of this, she thought 

she was not capable of attaining a PhD.  

 People with low confidence level are unlikely to share their ideas. They fear 

coming across as unintelligent. I wonder how many ideas have been lost because 

someone was never taught how to write effectively. That being said, to me, the greater 

purpose of writing centers is to help students become more confident communicators. I 

want the students who come to MWC to gain effectiveness in not only their analysis but 

also in their ability to share that analysis and creation with other people. It is the job of 

writing centers to help students share their creativity without being inhibited by poor 

writing skills.   

 
 


